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nizing the British possession of Pegu. But it was useless:
Mindon would never give his assent to a treaty ceding Burmese
territory to a foreign power. So the negotiations were broken
off, the Myede boundary was retained, and Phayre was faced
with the double task of organizing a new province while at the
same time seeking to establish a workable modus Vivendi with
the Court of Ava.
It was a strange and dangerous situation which faced the
British when peace talks were broken off in May 1853. The
Burmese, with memories of the first war in their minds, fully
expected a further British advance up the Irrawaddy as soon as
the wet monsoon ended. On the British side of the frontier the
wildest rumours circulated of impending Burmese attacks. It
was common knowledge that Mindon's brother, Kanoung
Min, the Heir Apparent, was at the head of a war party, and it
remained still to be seen whether Mindon could maintain him-
self on the throne. It was essential, therefore, that the British
should make no false move. The annexed territory also waf
seething with rebellion. Local myothugyis at the head os
guerrilla bands were the leaders of a stubborn resistance move-
ment, which seriously hindered attempts to establish settled
administration, while from across the border Burmese officials
raided frontier villages.
It took three years to 'pacify* the province. The most daring
of the leaders, Myat Tun, earned Dalhousie's ungrudging
respect. In a private letter to Phayre he wrote:
"A man who has 4000 men under him, who repulses
three British attacks, and after a very stout defence is
finally routed only by a Brigadier-General, after a month's
operations and with severe loss to us, must be regarded
as a chief and a Soldier—and a good one too."
Only positive action from both sides could prevent a drift
back into war. Fortunately both Mindon and Phayre were wise
and courageous enough to take such action, Mindon set the ball
rolling by a letter to Phayre assuring him of his peaceful
intentions and notifying him that orders had been sent to all
frontier officers to prohibit any further attacks upon the

